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Large Animal 

A Note from the Doc

Prevent Pinkeye

Pinkeye is a painful cattle 
disease that can cause reduc-
tions in weaning weights of as 
much as 17-65 lbs./animal. Once 
pinkeye begins to spread 
through a herd, it's very di�cult 
to contain and control.

Face �ies play an important role 
in the spread of pinkeye, as the 
irritated eye produces excessive 
tearing that attracts the pests. 
Face �ies then pick up the 
causative agent of pinkeye and 
transfer it to other animals.

In comparison to horn �ies, face 
�ies actually spend very little 
time on the animal. So, one face 
�y can spread pinkeye to several 
animals in the same day. That's 
why it's very important to get 
aggressive about pinkeye 
control as soon as signs are 
seen.

In most situations, the �rst step 
in gaining control of pinkeye is 
to control the �ies. There are 
several options for �y control, 
including �y tags, pour-ons, 
sprays, dust bags and back 
rubbers.

Garver’s Animal Health Center creates custom Pinkeye vaccine, which 
allows you to formulate a unique vaccination to target the speci�c 
strains circulating around your herd. 

Don’t wait, contact your veterinarian to order your 
custom-made pinkeye vaccine today!

Large Animal Boarding & Breeding

Garver’s Animal Health Center will once again be boarding and breeding heifers this year.  If you 
are interested in having your heifers synchronized and bred by our veterinarians at the clinic, 
make sure to talk to one of our veterinarians. They will set up a time for you to deliver your heifers 
to the clinic to get them bred for when you are wanting.

As spring is slow to arrive, it is time to start thinking about grass time and the process of 
turning pairs out.  A good vaccination strategy will go a long way to keep calves healthy 
this summer, as well as setting them up for a successful transition into weaning.

When vaccinating calves this time of year a good vaccination program will include 
vaccinating against IBR, BVD, P13, BRSV, Pasteurella, and Clostridials.  Also included in 
spring time is usually vaccination against pinkeye.  Other things to consider are implants, 
antiparasiticides, as well as, �y control.  Fly control measures include Pour-ons, as well as, 
�y tags.  If we get all these areas covered on the calves we are taking the steps to help 
ensure a healthy calf all summer and into weaning.

Cows should also be considered this time of year.  A good cow vaccination program may 
include respiratory vaccine with Vibrio and Lepto portions as well.  Pinkeye vaccine may 
also provide some bene�t in cows, especially in herds that have yearly trouble with this 
problem.  Cows should also get wormed and poured for �ies and �y tags in cows may 
also provide some extra bene�t.

If we take these steps to help ensure herd health then we can help to set up a healthy 
and pro�table herd.  Remember, there are a lot of products on the market that all can act 
di�erently so it is always best to check with your veterinarian to help set up a program 
that best �ts your operation.

~ Dr.Dewey Nibe

The Eye Says It All! Order Your Custom Pinkeye Vaccine Today
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How to get more than a preg-check from 
your vet’s preg-check visit

√  Head Gates
√  Chutes
√  Crowding Tubs

√  Portable Systems

√  Scales, Weights

√  Accessories 

√  And MORE!

                                               According to the 2007 NAHMS study, only         
                                       about 20% of all operations used palpation or 
                   ultrasound to pregnancy test their cows. Just using 
preg-check information to get the freeloaders o� the payroll will 
help the bottom line of the remaining 80%. However, focusing only 
on the open cow misses part of the value of the procedure. Using the 
information to manage the pregnant cows for optimum fertility can 
pay real dividends in this high calf market.

To e�ectively use data to manage cows in the dry period, there are 
several essential pieces of information required at preg-check other 
than cow ID and pregnancy status: cow body condition score (BCS) 
on a scale of 1-9 with being 2 dangerously thin and 9 being obese, 
weight if scales are available, age, condition of teeth if an aged cow, 
udder and hoof condition, any injuries, lameness or other signs of 
external problems like a bad eyes and estimated days pregnant.

Ultrasound is most useful prior to 120 days of pregnancy to deter-
mine fetal age. The procedure needs to be performed early enough 
to allow su�cient time to make management changes if needed 
(usually at least four months before calving). Producers often have it 
done around the same time as weaning or calf preconditioning.

Then you can start to manage your cows using your preg-check data. 
After preg-checking, there are two groups of cows: the pregnant 
cows and the opens. But there are subgroups of those. In the 
pregnant cows, there are the �rst calf heifers, middle-aged cows and 
aged cows. They can be further divided into cows in adequate body 
condition and those that are thin. Then there are the early-bred 
cows, cows that will calve in the middle of the season and the 
late-bred cows. 

Cows that consistently calve early every calving season are the 
all-stars. They are the ones that often wean the biggest and best 
calves. The early-bred cows and cows that will calve in the middle of 
the calving season in good body condition (BCS 5 or better) don’t 
require much management. They just need to be managed to 
maintain their body condition and calve in a clean environment. 
More than 80% of cows that calve with a BCS of 5 or 6 and do not lose 
condition after calving are cycling by 60 days postpartum.

The cows that are in thin body condition are the concern. They need 
more groceries in order to be successful. There’s plenty of research 
that shows cows that calve with a body condition score of 4 or less 
may take as long as four months to cycle back after calving and even 
longer if they lose body condition after calving. That increases her 
risk of breeding late or not getting pregnant and leaving the herd 
earlier than planned. Managing those thin cows to gain weight 
during the dry season can shorten the time it takes to cycle and 
breed back after calving.
 
Depending on cow frame size, mature body weight, forage quality 
and availability, it may take two to three months for a cow to improve 
one body condition score during the dry period on forage alone (1 
score = approximately 80 pounds). Supplementing thin cows during 
the dry period to gain weight is a good investment since it can 
enhance her chances of breeding back after calving, plus it can 
improve colostrum quality as well as calf health. If cows are very thin, 
it might pay to wean the calf early and provide high-quality feed 
through calving and lactation.


