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Note from Veterinarian Ryan Howard, D.V.M.
Guidelines for Pregnancy Checking & Weaning Calves

Green & Gold Tag 
Programs - Do You 
Know the Difference?

Research reported by the Iowa Beef 
Center demonstrates up to a $6/cwt 
increase in price at sale for animals 
preconditioned using a third party 
veri�ed system such as the Iowa 
Green/Gold Tag Program. 

The value for sellers is obvious, an 
immediate increase in pro�t. The value 
for buyers becomes readily apparent 
when comparing feedlot performance. 
Animals that are properly vaccinated, 
dewormed, dehorned and castrated 
prior to weaning demonstrate better
rates of gain, decreased pulls and 
treatments and better overall health 
resulting in a larger pro�t
margin.

The Iowa Green Tag program requires 
the following actions to be completed 
by a certi�ed veterinarian at least 21 
days prior to weaning and weaned at 
least 30 days prior to sale. The 
following requirements may appear 
very similar to MVS’s VIP program with 
a few extra steps that can pay o� major 
dividends in the long run.

•  Vaccinated for IBR, BVD, BRSV, PI-3, 
   7-Way Clostridia, Mannheimia 
   haemolytica & Histophilus somni
•  Dewormed for external & internal 
    parasites
•  Dehorned (if applicable)
•  Castrated (if applicable)

To qualify for the Gold Tag program 
cattle must go through 2 rounds of the 
previously mentioned vaccinations in 
addition to being weaned for 45 days. 
Once all of the requirements have 
been met an easily identi�able green 
or gold tag tag is placed in the ear of 
the calf & a certi�cate is issued to the 
producer signaling to buyers that this 
animal has met the requirements of 
the program, ultimately bringing a 
higher price.

Animal Health Center is proud to announce that we have purchased a 
portable ultrasound machine for our Knoxville location, making on the farm 
ultrasonography more capable. As an added bene�t we are now
able to perform fetal sexing on 60-90 day pregnancies! Ultrasound is a 
powerful diagnostic tool when incorporated into reproductive management. 
Here’s why:

• Ultrasound provides the ability to visualize the uterus, ovaries and 
  developing fetus completely and determines viability (fetus has a heart beat) 
  immediately and much more accurately.

• It is a more reliable way to diagnose ovarian cysts or the presence or absence of a corpus luteum (the 
  structure on the ovary that produces progesterone and maintains pregnancies). This bene�t of being able 
  to visualize all structures on the ovary also can be used to improve your timed AI program.

• Ultrasound is also superior to rectal palpation in staging pregnancies, which is critical in bull breeding 
  situations to ensure the cow is dried o� at the appropriate time.

• Ultrasound also is more e�ective at identifying twins.

• Ultrasound can also be used to identify the sex of the fetus, which can be used to help make culling 
  decisions on pregnant cattle.

• Because of the reduced manipulation needed with ultrasound, there is much less chance of damaging the 
  developing fetus.

Give us a call at 641-828-2101 in Knoxville or in Albia at 641-932-3455 to schedule your appointment.

Animal Health Center of Knoxville has Purchased a New Portable 
Ultrasound. Learn more about its Bene�ts Below.

With Fall upon us, it is time to start planning for pregnancy checking and 
weaning calves.  As always, we recommend calves to have a 5-way vaccine with 
pasteurella included and also a 7-way with somnus. Also, be sure to pour and 
deworm these animals during or after weaning.

When pregnancy checking your heifers and cows, they should 
have their annual lepto vibrio shot as well as be dewormed 
and poured. Depending on the time of pregnancy checking 
a scour prevention vaccination should also be administered.

Thanks for your continued support! We would be happy to come to your farm, or give us a 
call and we can talk about the right health program for your herd.

- Ryan Howard, DVM
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Vaccinate breds this fall to avoid pneumonia 
in calves next spring

Vaccinating bred cows at fall pregnancy-checking is more advantageous than previously 
thought. A new study conducted at Kansas State University’s Beef Cattle Institute (KSUBCI) 
investigated the e�ectiveness of vaccinating pregnant heifers at 6-8 months gestation to 
prevent pre-weaning respiratory disease.

The study was prompted by the fact that pre-weaning pneumonia is becoming a more 
prominent issue for many producers. While there are many factors that can determine 
whether a calf gets sick or not, maternal immunity can help reduce the rate of illness in 
calves.

An article from KSUBCI explains the components of the study, “First-calf heifers vaccinated 
prior to breeding with a modi�ed live virus (MLV) multivalent vaccine containing BVDV 1, 
BVDV 2 and BHV-1 were split into two groups. One group received two doses of a killed 
virus multivalent vaccine 21 days apart between 6.5 and 8 months gestation. The second 
group received a shot of saline solution. The group then measured the total serum IgG and 
neutralizing antibodies to BVDV 1, BVDV 2 and BHV-1 in newborn calves.

“Serum samples collected from dams revealed higher antibody titers to BVDV 1, BVDV 2 
and BHV-1 in heifers vaccinated with the killed virus vaccine during gestation than the 
control group. Similarly, the mean serum antibody titers to BVDV 1, BVDV 2 and BHV-1 of 
calves at 24 hours old born to heifers vaccinated during late gestation were also higher.

“Ultimately, the group’s study found that vaccinating beef cows during 6-8 months of 
gestation would re�ect an increase in speci�c antibodies in maternal colostrum and would 
result in better antibody uptake in young calves. Higher serum antibody titers to the 
speci�c disease might result in prolonged duration of maternally derived immunity and 
better protection against respiratory disease during the pre-weaning period.”

The study results indicated that vaccinating pregnant females against common respiratory 
disease during fall pregnancy checking could be the most a�ordable and convenient route 
to e�ectively reduce the rate of pneumonia in spring-born calves.

Stay Connected!

Scour Guard

Most producers don’t think about scours until they are calving and they start 
getting scouring calves, but by then it is too late to prevent. Scours can make an 
already stressful time of year for producers unbearable. Scours are responsible for 
the majority of calf mortalities in the �rst month of age. They cost producers money 
in death loss, and also in reduced gains. Studies have shown that even if a calf 
recovers from scours it will always have a reduced ability to gain. Most scours have 
multiple factors as to why they occur. Vaccinating cows at pregnancy check time 
ensures that the cow will have the right antibodies in her colostrum to pass on to 
her when it is born. Ensuring that the calf receives adequate colostrum in a timely 
fashion is the �rst step to prevention. So make sure you are starting the next calf 
crop o� right by vaccinating with a scour guard at pregnancy check time.

315 clients attended our annual 
appreciation dinner! 

We served 275 ribeye steaks and 
36 hotdogs! 

56 lbs of potatoes were eaten!

Thanks for another great year!


