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A note from Dr. Ryan Howard

The $64,000 question each year for 
cattle producers is: "What should I do 
to prepare for pinkeye?"

The summer of 2014 was a bad one for 
many herds of cattle in this part of the 
state according to Eldon Cole, 
livestock specialist with University of 
Missouri Extension.

"Sometimes, following a year of high 
eye infection rates there is a drop-o� 
in severity the following year or two. If 
that were 100 percent reliable many 
cattlemen could relax this year," said 
Cole. "Unfortunately, we cannot 
depend on the cycle every year and 
some herds and even some pastures 
on a farm may be chronic problems 
with pinkeye outbreaks every year."

 

Pinkeye can lead to a loss of 50 
pounds of weaning weight. It can also 
cause a price discount for cattle 
showing damaged eyes, and the loss 
of replacement bulls and heifers due 
to a significant eye injury.

So, it’s important that you contact 
your vet for more tips on proper 
pinkeye prevention for your herd.

Preventing Pinkeye
With calving season coming to an end and cattle �nally getting out on grass, the cattle herd can be 
put on auto-pilot for a few weeks.   By that, I mean, if vaccinations and management has been done 
properly then the cows are going to require a minimal amount of work.  However, often during this 
time period, Pinkeye will set in and be a very frustrating and costly problem.

Pinkeye is one of the top three most costly problems in beef production today.  It can be a bacterial 
or a viral infection and can be also associated with vitamin de�ciency.   Vaccination is not always the 
key to prevention.  Typically we will vaccinate the calves before grass turn out in the spring and the 
cows if they are also worked.  During this time, a pour-on should also be applied to minimize the 
amount of �ies that are present on the cattle.  Fly tags could also be used on calves to help limit the 
amount of face �ies present.   The end goal is to build immunity in your animals and limit the 
amount of �ies that are present for possible transmission of the disease.  

The pour-on is not going to last all summer, so reapplication will need to be performed monthly.  
Keeping pastures clipped or avoiding rotating animals in to new areas where there is tall, dead, 
stemmy grasses will also help to limit irritation to the eyes.  Dust can also be a uncontrollable factor 
that can cause irritation.  Many times the bacteria associated with pinkeye can be found on the 
normal eye surface of calves.  The irritation related to the watery eye is where the problem generally 
starts and then the �ies will spread it from animal to animal.  

Typically we suggest the use of LA-200 in adult animals, and Draxxin or Zactran in younger animals, 
to treat Pinkeye.  Pencillin can also be injected under the eyelid to help with swelling and 
in�ammation that is present in the eye.  Infected animals should also be poured for �y control and 
an eye patch could be applied to help with controlling irritation in the a�ected eye.

Many producers have been asking about the new Longrange dewormer and what bene�ts it may 
o�er.  The wormer provides protection against internal parasites ranging from 100-150 days. Most 
wormers only work for a short while ranging from one day up to a couple of weeks.  The biggest 
bene�t of this wormer is how it helps with �y control. Several of the producers that used this 
product last year commented that it eliminated their �y problems from their herds.  They also saw 
an increase in weaning weights and body condition of their adult animals.  When you compare the 
cost of Longrange with the bene�t of limiting pinkeye outbreaks and increasing production, it helps 
to justify the higher cost. 

Pinkeye prevention takes a multifaceted approach. There are other protocols that need to be done 
to assist in controlling the disease.  If you have any questions about pinkeye or Longrange, please 
feel free to give us a call. Thanks and have a safe summer.

~ Ryan
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                                     For some cow/calf producers, early weaning has become a                        
                more common management practice in recent years due to drought 
conditions. It has continued to be a successful management tool in some 
situations as the bene�ts have been uncovered. “Early weaning” is generally 
de�ned as weaning calves when they are 3 – 5 months of age as compared to 
the more common 6 – 8 months. There are several advantages to weaning early, 
but also some disadvantages.

One advantage is improved pasture management. When cows cease milk 
production their consumption decreases, providing less stress on pastures. 
Weaning calves can cut forage consumption by as much as 50 percent. 
However, if calves are not sold directly after weaning, there is a need for facilities 
where calves can be fed a concentrate.

Advantageous opportunities also exist for cow reproduction with early 
weaning. This is an area that can have the biggest economical returns, especially 
if cows are in poor condition or if you are trying to move up the calving season.

Some studies have indicated that cows not being suckled will have increased fertility. Studies have shown that cows in good body condition will 
rebreed sooner. If calves are weaned before the breeding season begins, cows will have a chance to gain some condition and potentially increase 
fertility.

With early weaning, there are some concerns related to calf health. Calves weaned early will still have passive immunity from their dams, and studies 
have indicated that if early weaned calves are vaccinated one month prior to weaning and again at 6 months of age, they are healthier throughout 
the feeding period than conventionally weaned calves.

Potential also exists for an advantage at the feedlot with early weaned calves. Calves weaned early have an improved feed e�ciency and similar 
yield grades as conventionally weaned calves. Early weaned calves can also have improved meat quality, with a greater percentage grading low 
choice or better. 
    Other considerations to make when thinking about early weaning include the option to early wean only part of 

the cow herd. Cows that would �t this criteria include thin cows, two and three year old cows, late calvers, and 
cows that will be culled in the fall.

Early weaning does require more management and attention to the weaned calves. It also adds cost initially, so 
these costs need to be captured elsewhere to make this economical. These costs can be gained back by the 
decrease in pasture pressure, the increase in fertility of cows, the improvements in feedlot performance or the 
gains in selling cull cows earlier.

Early weaning may not work for everyone, but consider its 
advantages to see if it will work in your operation.
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Good Luck 
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Garver’s Animal Health Center 
encourages one and all to attend 
your county fairs! Good luck to all 

the participants!


