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Fall = Focus on Herd Health

Here are some key things to consider
Developing an Implant Program?

Fall is a great time to run cattle through the 
chute for their semi annual vaccinations. 
Many producers try to accomplish as much 
as they can during this trip through the 
chute including pregnancy checking, 
applying substances to control parasites, 
vaccinating pregnant cows, 
and preconditioning.

Pregnancy testing time is the best time to 
vaccinate and wean calves, and there is no 
point in treating an open cow who will soon 
be sold. Vaccinations and fall treatments 
can be given to each animal after the 
veterinarian determines whether or not 
she's pregnant. 

At the same time, you should also consider 
the following  to keep your cow herd in tip 
top shape.

• Ultrasound pregnancy checks
• Cull open cows
• Vaccinations
• Parasites
• Teeth
• Eyes
• Cheek and jaw lumps
• Body condition scores

Fall working is one of the cattleman’s best 
opportunities to make management 
decisions that improve the herd health 
situation and also a�ect pro�t or loss. This is 
a good chance to have "hands on" every 
cow and to know what is happening. 

For help vaccinating your herd, and 
keeping them healthy this fall, contact 
our clinic today!

Growth-promoting implants o�er beef cattle 
producers a safe and e�ective way to increase calf 
weight gains. Implants increase production of 
muscle tissue and often reduce body fat production. 
This results in signi�cant improvements in both 
growth rate and feed e�ciency. Despite the proven 
bene�ts of implant use, only 11.9 percent of beef 
cattle operations surveyed by the National Animal 
Health Monitoring Service (NAHMS) implanted 
calves before or at weaning.

When used properly, growth-stimulating implants 
can enhance average daily gain in suckling calves by 
4 to 8 percent, in growing calves by 10 to 20 percent, 
and in �nishing cattle by 15 percent. In addition, feed 
e�ciency is expected to improve by 6% to 8% in 
growing cattle and by 8% to 10% in �nishing cattle.

Adequate nutrition is needed for an implant to 
enhance calf growth performance. Implants will not 
make up for poor nutrition. Calf gains must be at 
least 1.3 pounds per day for implants to be e�ective 
at improving growth. Expected return on investment 
for implant use under proper management is often 
10 to 1.

Implants are 
available for 
sucking, 
stockering, 
and �nishing 
phases of 
beef cattle 
production. 

Work closely 
with your 
veterinarian 
to plan and evaluate an implant program that will 
best �t your operation. The dedicated team at 
Garver’s Animal Health Center is here to ensure you 
have the best implant strategy to maximize your 
return on your investment with today’s cattle prices, 
it could mean a di�erence of $60 per head!

Fall is always a busy time of year for most farmers 
trying to �nish up all work before old man winter 
arrives, but that also means getting the cow 
herd ready!

First on the list is weaning calves or preconditioning 
them.  Whether the decision is made to wean and 
precondition calves or sell them right o� the cow, 
there are de�nitely dollars to be gained by processing 
calves to ensure their health status will be up for 
either challenge.  

A good health program should include 
vaccinating calves for: 

Retained heifers should be bangs vaccinated and 
Implanting calves should be discussed depending on 
how long you are going to feed them and how you 
are going to feed them as to whether they will pay.  
It has been proven that a good calf health program 
will bring premiums at the sale barn!

Next on the list is the cows, even with lower hay 

prices, an open cow is still cutting into the pro�ts.  
Pregnancy checking before having to start feeding 
stored feed and culling the opens and unproductive 
cows can de�nitely be worth while.  In addition to 
pregnancy checking, semi annual herd health 
programs for bred cows should include vaccinations 
of BVD & IBR as well as vibrio and lepto as these have 
been known to be able to cause abortions.  You could 
also consider scour and pinkeye prevention. 
Deworming cows at this time would also be advisable 
because winter is the most expensive time to feed 
cows and you want the best e�ciency you can get!  

Don’t forget about the bulls! Although they won’t be 
used until spring, they also take resources to feed in 
the winter, so making sure their health status is good 
can also pay dividends.

Checking these jobs o� the list 
in the fall can save money and 
winter feed and in the long 
run, make your winter a little 
easier.  Call Garver’s to set up 
your appointment for fall calf 
work and feel free to stop in 
and ask what protocol could 
work best for you!

•  Respiratory pathogens
•  BVD
•  IBR
•  PI3

•  BRSV
•  Mannhiemia
•  Clostridial 
•  Parasite control 

- Dr. Dewey Nibe

Save your Ralgo wheels and turn them into the clinic! 
For every wheel turned in, Merek Animal Health donates 

$1 towards the Iowa Cattlemen's scholarship fund!

Don’t Forget!
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Here are some key things to consider

√  Head Gates
√  Chutes
√  Crowding Tubs

√  Portable Systems
√  Scales, Weights
√  Accessories 

√  And MORE!

Now, we’re your For-Most Dealer!

•  Ultrasound provides the ability to visualize the uterus, ovaries and developing fetus 
completely and determines viability (fetus has a heart beat) immediately and much 
more accurately. 

•  It is a more reliable way to diagnose ovarian cysts or the presence or absence of a 
corpus luteum (the structure on the ovary that produces progesterone and maintains 
pregnancies).  This bene�t of being able to visualize all structures on the ovary also can 
be used to improve your timed AI program. 

•  Ultrasound is also superior to 
rectal palpation in staging 
pregnancies, which is critical in bull 
breeding situations to ensure the 
cow is dried o� at the appropriate 
time. 

•  Ultrasound also is more 
e�ective at identifying twins.

•  Ultrasound can also be used 
to identify the sex of the fetus, 
which can be used to help 
make culling decisions on 
pregnant cattle. 

•  Because of the reduced manipulation needed with ultrasound, there is much less 
chance of damaging the developing fetus.

•  Blood pregnancy tests cannot identify problem cows, such as pyometras, follicular 
cysts, etc. Ultrasound is able to instantly and easily identify these conditions and apply 
appropriate therapy.

Garver’s Animal Health Center is proud to announce that we have added more 
capabilities in order to serve our clients better! We have purchased a portable ultrasound 
making on-the-farm ultrasonography more capable.  As an added bene�t we are now 
able to perform fetal sexing on 60-90 day pregnancies! Ultrasound is a powerful 
diagnostic tool when incorporated into reproductive management. Here’s why:

Benefits of Ultrasounds
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As we touched on in the fall cattle work article, one thing to be thinking about is scour 
prevention in the cow herd.  Most producers don’t think about scours until they are calving 
and they start getting scouring calves, but by then it is too late to prevent.  Scours can 
make an already stressful time of year for producers unbearable.  Scours are responsible for 
the majority of calf mortalities in the �rst month of age.  They cost producers money in 
death loss, and also in reduced gains.  Studies have shown that even if a calf recovers from 
scours it will always have a reduced ability to gain.  Most scours have multiple factors as to 
why they occur.  Vaccinating cows at pregnancy check time ensures that the cow will have 
the right antibodies in her colostrum to pass on to her calf in a timely fashion.  The �rst step 
to prevention is to make sure you are starting the next calf crop o� right 
by vaccinating with a scour vaccine at pregnancy check time.  

Scour Prevention--------------------------


