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A Note from the DocColostrum Storage
Storage can in�uence colostrum 
quality. Refrigerating colostrum 
(40 degrees F) in 2 quart 
containers can be done for less 
than 24 hours. Bacteria growth 
can occur if refrigerators are not 
operating properly or large 
volumes of colostrum are stored. 
Don’t leave colostrum at room 
temperature. One method is to 
pre-chill nipple bottles in ice water 
and then place them in the 
refrigerator or freezer. 

For long-term colostrum storage 
(more than 24 hours) freezing is 
recommended. Colostrum may be 
frozen without loss of antibodies. 
Frost-free freezers are not optimal 
for long-term colostrum storage, 
as they go through freeze-thaw 
cycles that can allow the 
colostrum to thaw and shorten 
colostrum storage life. Freezing 
colostrum in double plastic freezer 
bags is an excellent method of 
storing colostrum. Frozen 
colostrum can be thawed in warm 
(not hot) water or in a microwave 
for 1 minute cycles on low power. 
Pour o� the thawed liquid 
periodically to minimize “hot 
spots” inside the frozen colostrum. 

Now is the prime opportunity to check bulls, so that if problems arise you still have 
ample time to �nd a replacement bull. Bulls need to be in good shape, with good 
feet and good semen to insure an excellent breeding season.. If bulls have been 
exposed outside of your herd, or if you have been purchasing cows,  now would be 
a good time to trich test your bulls to ensure you are not introducing disease to 
your herd.

Give us a call at the clinic and we'd be happy 
to make an appointment. 

Semen Check Bulls
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With calving season well underway, it is time to 
think about preparation for turn out.  First, you 
need to consider your bull. Body condition 
should have already been taken care of 
throughout the winter. The  animal also needs 
to be sound. (No long toes or lameness issues.)  
Semen checking is the next step that should be 
taken.   This will assure that your bull has viable 
sperm and is capable of settling the females 
that he is exposed to.  During this time he 
should also be wormed and poured as well as 
vaccinated for pinkeye, lepto, and all 
respiratory viruses. Many times, �y tags will 
also be administered at this time to help with 
face �y control. Be sure you monitor these 
animals to assure that they are breeding your 
females.  Sometimes older bulls will have viable 
semen but won’t mount the cows as  
aggressively as a young bull.  If you have 
recently bought �rst term cows or open cows 
from unknown origin, a trich test should also 
be performed on your bull to assure that he is 
disease free.

Second, cows should be wormed, poured, and 
vaccinated. Most pour-on is only going to last 
2-3 weeks with �y control, so reapplication is 
needed throughout summer.  If you vaccinate 
in the fall, the only shots that are 

recommended during this time is a pinkeye 
vaccination.   We also recommend a mineral 
shot (Multi-Min 90).  This shot is going to help 
to assure that your animals are not de�cient in 
trace minerals and will help to increase the 
percent of animals that settle earlier as well as 
overall conception.  Even when this shot is 
given, it is still very important to feed free 
choice mineral. 

Lastly, calves need a full round of shots 
including; 5 way with pasteurella, 7-way, and a 
pinkeye shot.  They will also need wormed and 
poured.  Fly tags can  be administered in these 
animals to help with face �y control.  Your bull 
calves need to be castrated.  Some producers 
worry that if these animals are cut early their 
growth performance may decrease.  An 
implant can be administered to compensate 
for the concern regarding growth performance.  
It is much easier on the animal to have this 
process done earlier in his life rather than later. 

If you have any questions on what products we 
suggest, please feel free to give us a call. We 
hope your calving season continues to go 
smoothly and look forward to hearing from 
you this spring.

~ Dr. Ryan Howard
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The �rst signs of Pink Eye are:
    •  copious watery eye discharge
    •  aversion to sunlight
    •  signs of irritation: for example, excessive blinking
    •  reddening and swelling of the eyelids and the third eyelid.

The eye will then go cloudy in the middle and the cornea may 
ulcerate during the next two days. Many animals spontaneously 
recover at this stage. In a small number of untreated cases, 
ulceration may progress to abscess formation, with possible 
rupture of the cornea and permanent blindness. After recovery 
about 2% of a�ected eyes have a residual white scar on the 
cornea. An even smaller percentage progress to abscess 
formation. Most animals are completely recovered 3-5 weeks after 
infection without treatment and usually only one eye is a�ected.

Animals that are severely a�ected in both eyes may grow poorly. 
Milking cows may produce less milk. Cattle become more di�cult 
to muster with blind animals in the herd. Accidental deaths may 
occur if a�ected animals fall into dams or are trapped in fences.

Signs & Course of Pink Eye

Please contact your veterinarian if you have 
questions this spring! We are honored to serve 

you and help grow your operation with a 
healthy cattle herd.
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