
Ways to Help Your Pet During Boarding

Book your pet’s stay today!
Learn more at GarverAnimalHealthCenter.com

1. Bring your pet for a brief  visit before their first stay.  This gives us an opportunity to give 
    your pet some attention and treats or play a game of  fetch before they come spend 
    the night.

2. Bring something familiar – a favorite toy, bed, blanket or something that smells like you!

3. Bring long lasting treats for us to give your pet such as Starmark Everlasting treats, bully 
    sticks, yak cheese chews, horns or hooves, or buy a bag of  CET dental chews at the 
    clinic. Just make sure whatever you bring you have tried at home first to make sure your 
    pet can safely have the item unsupervised.

4. Bring your pet’s own food. Switching food suddenly can cause some animals to have 
    digestive issues. If  you are on a grain free or prescription diet we strongly recommend 
    bringing food from home.

5. Extra walks, playtimes or cuddle times help dogs that are anxious or high strung. For first 
    time boarders we recommend doing an extra as it gives us more time to get to know your 
    dog and helps ease the stress of  their first time being away from home.

6. Condition your dog to being in a kennel. If  your dog is used to roaming the house or 
    yard all day, staying in a kennel can be stressful for them, teach them the kennel can be a 
    good place to relax. If  you don’t have a kennel you can use a small room in the house.

7.  If  your dog has separation anxiety, work on leaving them alone for a few hours a day 
    before their stay.

8. When you drop your dog off, treat it like you’re just going to work, a short goodbye and a 
    pat. Drawing out your goodbye will tip your dog towards thinking something is wrong, as 
    your dog will pick up on your emotions.


