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With Fall upon us, it is time to start planning for 
pregnancy checking and weaning calves. This year is 
likely to be more crucial for these processes, due to 
our current drought situation. As always, we 
recommend calves to have a 5-way vaccine with 
pasteurella included and also a 7-way with somnus. 
Also, be sure to pour and deworm these animals 
during or after weaning.

When pregnancy checking your heifers and cows, 
they should have their annual lepto vibrio shot as well 
as be dewormed and poured. Depending on the time 
of pregnancy checking a scour prevention vaccination 
should also be administered.

The above are guidelines that have been recommended year after year.  But many 
of us likely fail to read into it further.  What I mean by this is all of these 
recommendations only aid in prevention.  In most cases, these treatments work 
very well at doing what we expect out of them. But I feel this year is going to be 
one of those years where we need to assure that everything else is in check with 
our animals as well.  

For example:  If a cow is bred but has a body condition score of a 3 and carries that 
into her third trimester of pregnancy, what do you think her baby is going to 
receive for colostrum? Little to nothing! As we prepare to move forward with this 
drought situation, we need to start thinking about things in the long run. Such as 
deworming more strategically, paying attention to the body condition score of our 
animals, and potentially doing some forage testing on our feed to see if we need to 
add anything else to it. All of these will help to assure that the vaccinations given 
will stand a chance to do the job they are designed to do.

Thanks again for your continued business! If you have any questions, please 
feel free to give us a call.

Guidelines for Pregnancy Checking & Weaning Calves
Note from Veterinarian Ryan Howard, D.V.M.Advantages of 

Early Weaning

Improved cow body condition. 
Lactating cows can lose body 
condition due to the increased 
nutrient requirements associated with 
lactation. When drought conditions 
exist, this situation is usually made 
worse by lack of forage in drought 
stressed pastures. By weaning early, 
the cow's nutrient requirements for 
lactation are eliminated and cows are 
able to maintain or increase body 
condition prior to the fall and winter 
feeding period.

Improved calf performance. During 
a drought, calves may not be able to 
successfully compete with cows for 
adequate forage. By weaning early 
and providing a highly nutritious diet, 
calves can reach their growth 
potential. Early weaning, coupled with 
feeding a high concentrate diet, has 
resulted in increased quality grade a 
slaughter, according to research 
conducted at several universities.

Improved pregnancy rates. Weaning 
early can result in improved 
pregnancy rates, provided the calves 
are weaned before or during the 
breeding season. This would require 
weaning calves at a very young age 
(calves need to be weaned at 45 to 
105 days of age to allow increased 
conception rates). Limited feed 
resources can negatively impact 
reproductive performance and 
weaning before or during the breed-
ing season can allow cows a greater 
opportunity to rebreed in an optimum 
time frame and an increase in 
pregnancy rate can be expected.

To learn more, contact your Garver’s 
Animal Health Center Veterinarian.
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Herd Health: An ounce of prevention 
is worth a pound of cure
Many times a producer does not consider or appreciate the value of a good
year-round herd health program until confronted with a di�cult calving season or 
an unacceptable level of calf loss from health challenges.

Year-Round Herd Health

Managing through a disease outbreak in a herd is signi�cantly more costly than 
implementing a preventative health program. Understanding that many cow calf 
producers have employment away from the farm or ranch greatly reduces the 
amount of time available during the day to attend to management and health 
issues with the cow herd.

During their life cattle develop 2 types of immunity: passive immunity and active 
immunity. Passive immunity is immunity that passes from the cow to her calf in 
colostrum. Active immunity is either naturally developed from exposure to a 
disease or as the result of an immunization program.

In the initial development of a herd health program it is good to establish a plan to 
meet the management needs of the herd. It is important to remember cattle need 
to be most protected as they enter times of stress or when their health will be 
challenged. Many times periods of stress are elevated when a change occurs in the 
weather or the management of animals. For example, stress occurs when calves 
are weaned or again when they are co-mingled with other animals. Calves will 
remain healthy as long as their level of protection or immunity is higher than the 
level of stress they are exposed to.

A good herd health program should begin in the cow herd prior to the calves 
being born. A cow herd vaccination program stimulates the immune system in the 
cow causing her to build the necessary antibodies to provide passive immunity to 
her calf in colostrum. This is the �rst line of protection for the new calf. It is 
important to remember several factors beyond a health program will impact the 
health and vitality of the new calf. For example changes in the body condition 
score of the cow will have a direct impact on the quantity and quality of the 
colostrum a cow produces. The industry established a body condition score of 5 - 6 
is an optimum range for cow performance pre-calving. Cows in a lower body 
condition will not produce the same quantity or quality of colostrum. Calves born 
to these lower body condition cows will not receive the same level of protection as 
calves born to cows in a higher body condition score.

In addition to preparing the cow for calving it is important to establish a good 
health plan for the calves prior to being moved from the farm or ranch of origin. 
Calves will carry a level of natural immunity to the health challenges and diseases 
it will be exposed to where it is born.  A good plan should also consider 
the future location of a calf if it is sold from the premises. So plan
not only for where the calf currently resides but also build
a vaccination plan for where the cattle are being 
shipped to if sold.

Stay Connected!

Thank You
for attending our 15th Anniversary cookout!


