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From the Dashboard of Dr. Dewey's Truck...

In 2014 Garver’s Animal Health Center earned 
14th place  for number of Ralgo Wheels collected for the Iowa 
Cattleman’s Scholarship Fund! Thank you for doing your part! 
Please remember to save your Ralgo Wheels and bring them 

back to the clinic for collection!

Proper nutrition is the foundation for a 
productive and pro�table cow-calf 
herd. Without good nutrition, cattle 
cannot express their full genetic 
potential nor will they be 
reproductively e�cient. Often low 
reproductive rates, poor growth, and 
increased illness are a result of a 
nutritional imbalance or de�ciency 
rather than a disease or genetics. In 
addition, pasture and feed represent 
the single largest cost associated with 
the cowherd. Here are some tips to 
maintaining happy, healthy cattle:

 

•  Provide a diet that meets the     
    energy, protein and mineral 
    requirements of the animal.
 •  Provide a �ber level between 30%  
    and 70%.
 •  Switch from high �ber diets to high  
    grain diets gradually over       
    days/weeks.
 •  Diets should contain 5% or less fat.
 •  Do not move hungry or newly       
    received cattle into pastures 
    containing a high percentage       
    (>25%) of legumes.
 •  Do not introduce cattle to high      
    percentage legume pastures when  
    pastures are wet.
 •  Supply cattle grazing pasture      
    containing >50% legumes with       
    ionophores or poloxolene.
 •  Monitor rumination and fecal       
    output to aid in early detection of    
    digestive problems.

Contact your vet for more tips on 
proper nutrition for your herd.

Nutrition 101
As calving season is in full swing, now is the time to start thinking about 
grass time and making sure that preparations are made to have the 
healthiest calf crop you can have through the summer grazing.  

The �rst animal to consider this spring in a complete vaccination program 
is the calf. A good health program for calves at turn out time will de�nitely 
pay dividends. The �rst thing to consider is vaccinations. A good vaccina-
tion program should include respiratory pathogens such as the virals (IBR, 
BVD, PI3, and BRSV). Also equally important is pasteurella, since it has 
been known  to cause most of the summer pneumonia in beef calves. 
Another important vaccination at this time is for preventing clostridial diseases such as black leg. 
Pinkeye would also be on my check list of vaccinations. Pinkeye is a multifactorial disease and 
vaccination alone will not prevent disease but everything you can do to minimize the e�ects of 
pinkeye will de�nitely be worth while. 

While processing these calves, it is a great time to castrate bulls and implant all calves that are not 
being kept for replacements. Implants can add as much as 20 pounds at weaning. Also, deworming 
and �y control (ear tags, pour ons, etc.) are very bene�cial. I know that calves are young and have 
not yet been exposed to parasites on pasture, but some parasites that cows carry can be transferred 
in the milk. One thing that is relatively new to the deworming scene is long range wormer that can 
work as long as 120 days. As one can expect, this dewormer is relatively more expensive than 
traditional dewormers but the bene�ts we have seen have far outweighed the cost. The �rst and 
biggest bene�t is calves stay parasite free longer and in return gain better, meaning more pounds 
and more dollars. Also, if you choose to deworm cows and calves at this time, the larva that are 
emerging onto the pasture that overwintered will be getting picked up by these animals. If the 
animals are protected for this extended duration they are basically ending the parasite life cycle 
since it is unable to further develop in the cows, thus preventing more eggs from being deposited 
onto the pasture. The other bene�t that we have seen from using this wormer is that it is passed in 
the feces for the entire four months. Horn �ies deposit their eggs in feces, which when the larva 
hatch, they are in turned killed by this long range in the manure. We have seen unprecedented �y 
control with this dewormer.

After working the calves, it is time to turn our focus on the cows. Cows need dewormed, as well as 
whatever �y control (tags, pour on, long range, etc.) you decide to use. Vaccinations for cows 
depend on the strategy you use. Some vaccination programs at this time focus on preventing 
abortion, so vaccinating for viral pathogens (IBR,BVD) as well as lepto-vibrio vaccines. Another 
prevention to consider is pinkeye, just like in the calves, anything you can do to minimize pinkeye 
helps. 

After having all this work done, it is time to turn them out to grass and hope for a good and 
productive summer. Make sure to contact us if you have any questions regarding your 
herd health program and remember that we can help you �nd a program that 
works for your operation, since not all operations are the same.

~ Dewey
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    Anyone who's been through even one calving season has most likely dealt with calving di�culty. Dystocia is   
  the eight-letter word for calving di�culty, and it's the biggest cause of calf death loss at birth. It can be minimized by managing   
 things like genetics and nutrition, but once the calving season is upon us, those things are in the past. Now the focus becomes observation 
and possible intervention. Being prepared to provide assistance is critical. It's been estimated that timely and appropriate intervention can save up 
to 70 percent of calves that otherwise would die due to dystocia. It's also just as important to know when not to intervene, and just let the process 
play out uninterrupted. The key is experience and knowing the normal sequence of events up to and through calving. It will vary tremendously 
between individual cows. It's also important to know the limits of our abilities and when to call professional help. In fact, part of your preparation 
should be to develop a plan of action with your veterinarian. This article is meant to be general in nature and simply serve as a refresher of what to 
look for during calving. Remember, these signs are extremely variable, and may go completely unnoticed.

As calving approaches:
Two weeks or more out:  udder �lls out, "makes a bag." Can be even more gradual in �rst-calf heifers; vulva will noticeably relax and enlarge, 
“springing"; cervical or mucous plug may dislodge and be excreted. 12 to 24 hours out: pelvic ligaments will relax, 
resulting in "lank" appearance around tail and pins. 12 hours out: possible behavioral changes; trying to isolate 
herself, not coming to feed, etc.

At calving: The calving process itself is divided into three stages.
Stage one - Starts when the cervix begins to dilate in preparation for delivery; may begin to have 
minor contractions, but often go unnoticed; may isolate herself; and show signs of discomfort like 
tail switching, licking her side, stomping her feet; may elevate tail; and increased mucous discharge. 
Although stage one may precede the birth of the calf by four to 24 hours, it's common to check 
things out when the cow has been in stage one for more than eight hours without progressing to 
stage two. 

Stage two - Begins when the membranes and fetus move into the birth canal and ends after the calf 
is born. Contractions provide the force necessary to deliver the calf. In a normal birth, the �rst water 
bag appears and/or ruptures, then comes the amnion (fetal sac) or, if it ruptures internally, the front feet 
(hooves down) followed quickly by the calf's muzzle and head. Any other presentation of the calf is not 
normal and should be investigated. Contractions grow in intensity and frequency, the rest of the calf is 
pushed through the pelvic canal, and delivery is complete. A generally accepted length for stage two is two to 
four hours from when the �rst water bag appears or breaks; for cows, usually less than two hours; for heifers, less than 
four hours. Work at Oklahoma State University and the USDA station at Miles City, Montana, indicates these times should be shortened to 60 to 90 
minutes for heifers and 30 to 60 minutes for cows. At the very most, then, intervention should be considered if the calf is not born within two hours 
after the �rst water bag appears. After intervening, if no progress is made in 30 minutes, consider calling the veterinarian. 

Stage 3 - Expulsion of the afterbirth, usually naturally within eight hours.
 
   Given the time frame of a normal birth, the most logical frequency to check the herd during calving would be at least every 
  three hours. Remember, no cow is going to follow this series of events to the letter. One may 
  "make a bag" six weeks before calving; another may simply come to feed one morning 
  with a newborn calf.  The key is being prepared, knowing what is normal and what  is 
  abnormal and providing appropriate asssistance when necessary. 

√  Head Gates√  Chutes√  Crowding Tubs
√  Portable Systems√  Scales, Weights√  Accessories √  And MORE!

Calving 101

<

 Protect Beef (Clostrum Supplement)
 Rescue (Clostrum Replacer)
 Feeding bottle
 Tuber
 Tags & Tagger

 Electrolytes
 First Defense
 Calf Claim
 Calf Jack and Chain
 Antibotics

Don’t forget! We now have portable 
ultrasound, for on-the-farm convenience!

Stock up on these calving must-haves!


