
All of  the hard work to get the cows bred has resulted in 
the 2019 calf  crop. The goal now is to wean a healthy, 

heavier-than-average calf  in the fall, plus, make sure the 
majority of  cows become pregnant within two 

estrous cycles.

Join us at Bogie’s Steakhouse in Albia on April 3rd to 
gain insight into achieving these goals.

Date: Wednesday, April 3rd
Social Networking: 6:00pm - 6:15pm

Speakers and Dinner: 6:15pm 
Venue:  Bogie’s Steakhouse

1425 N Clinton St.
Albia, IA 52531

Health, growth promotion, and nutritional productivity 
relationship in cow-calf production. 

You’re Invited!

Advisor
Large Animal 

Join us on 
April 3rd for a 
Producer Meeting
(See Invite Below)

Erika Lundy grew up on a diversity 
farm in Adair County on a cow-calf 
and small feedlot operation.  She 
attended Iowa State University 
where she received a B.S. degree in 
Animal Science and an M.S. degree 
in Ruminant Nutrition.  Since 
graduate school, Erika has worked 
for the Iowa Beef Center at Iowa 
State University and currently 
serves as the SW IA extension beef 
specialist.  Erika’s current extension 
and research program are focused 
on beef cattle nutrition and forage 
management. 

About the Speakers:
Dr. Brent Meyer, DVM MS

Erika Lundy

Brent Meyer received his Animal 
Science, Doctor of Veterinary 
Medicine, and Master Science 
degree in Veterinary Clinical 
Sciences at Iowa State University. 
He owned and operated three 
veterinary practices in Western 
Iowa and was a contract feedlot 
consultant in Nebraska. 

Since October of 2012, Brent has 
served as a Cattle Technical 
Services Veterinarian with Merck 
Animal Health.  In this role, he 
provides veterinary technical 
support, disease investigations, 
develops and maintains 
relationships with customers, 
university faculty, beef cattle 
nutritionists and veterinarians, and 
participates in research involving 
Merck Animal Health products.  In 
addition, he serves as an A�liated 
Associate Professor at Iowa State 
University serving on graduate 
student committees. 

Brent is an active member in the 
Iowa Veterinary Medical 
Association, American Association 
of Bovine Practitioners, and 
Academy of Veterinary Consultants. 
He resides in Newell, Iowa with his 
wife Leigh and three children; 
Garrett, Caden, and April.

Everyone is hoping and wanting this winter to end, so it is time to start planning to prepare your 
cows and calves for grass.  I am going to take a di�erent approach to this article and tell you what 
we typically do when we process your cattle.

5-way with pasteurella:  This vaccination can be administered multiple ways depending on the 
product (intranasal or sub-Q). Prevention of pneumonia in the summer is the main goal of this 
vaccine.  Giving this vaccine can also set your calves up for stronger immunity when another 
round is given in the fall. 

7-way with somnus or pinkeye:  Typically, we suggest having producers administer a 7-way to 
their baby calves when they are 24 hours old. This will help cut down on calves lost at around 3 
weeks of age associated with ulcers related to clostridial disease. If owners have given this 
vaccine, we will give the 7-way with somnus at turn out. If they haven't, we will give the 7-way 
with pinkeye. These vaccinations will aid with prevention of disease related to clostridial infections 
(blackleg, overeating, etc.). This vaccine also aids in prevention of pinkeye but isn't the main 
preventive method we recommend.  

Autogenous Pinkeye:  Pinkeye prevention is always a very frustrating part of our job. This 
vaccination is one that we have made from �ve di�erent strains of pinkeye isolated from our area.  
It has been incorporated together into one injection.  This vaccine does require a booster when 
given to naïve animals however given once is better than not given at all. Cows should be given 
this vaccine also, if they are going through the chute to be processed.

Worm and Pour:  We always pour animals when we are turning them to grass.  Lately, we have 
strived to rotate the type of product we have on the shelf every year.  We feel that this will help to 
limit the amount of resistance that is present in our area related to pour-ons. We have been 
worming calves with the 120 day wormer because we feel it is best choice for the calf and the 
owner, �nancially. There are several other wormers on the market. So if you have a question, 
please let us know. We will discuss which wormer best �ts each producer’s situation.

Fly Tags and Implants: Last but not least, we will be administering a �y tag to help cut down on 
face �y irritation.  This in turn will help to decrease the presence of pinkeye in your herd. You will 
notice that we rotate our �y tags annually.  We feel like this approach acts the same as with the 
pour-ons, decreasing the incidence of resistance to the products.  Finally, we will be administering 
a short term implant. Most commonly it is given to the steer calves, but you can give this implant 
to heifers as well without hurting their reproductive development. This implant will help with feed 
e�ciency as well as growth.

In addition, we will also be castrating the bull calves at turn out time. Above is the short rundown 
of what is typically done when we process your cattle. If you have any questions about products 
we are using, please let us know. Thanks for your continued business and if you ever have any 
suggestions or question don't hesitate to call.

From the Dashboard of Ryan Howard, DVM, Owner

Join us! Find more 
information here
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Animal Health Center creates custom Pinkeye vaccine, which allows you to formulate a unique 
vaccination to target the speci�c strains circulating around your herd. 

Don’t wait, contact your veterinarian to order your custom-made pinkeye vaccine today!

April – Time to get ready to breed 
spring-calving beef heifers

April is the time for producers to think about the upcoming breeding season. Most cattle producers breed their cows in 
June so they will calve in March and April, but heifers should be bred 20 to 30 days before the rest of the herd.

Vaccinate heifers for IBR-BVD-P13, PRSV, vibriosis, leptospirosis, and blackleg 7-way 30 to 60 days before breeding them. 
This helps ensure that heifers will be healthy during their pregnancy, and abortions, due to preventable diseases, will be 
reduced.

Be sure heifers are in good condition before breeding them. If they are too thin, especially after a hard winter, they are less 
likely to reach puberty or become pregnant. Separate heifers from mature cows. Heifers cannot compete with mature cows 
at the feed bunk or for the better quality forage in the pasture. Feed heifers to reach about 65 percent of their mature 
weight at breeding.

Avoid overfeeding heifers. Overconditioned ones deposit fat in the udder, which reduces milk production later. They also 
have more calving di�culty and are more di�cult to rebreed.

Choose heifers carefully. Select them based on adjusted 205-day weaning weight, birth weight, structural correctness, 
frame size or hip height, and good health history. High weaning/low birth weight heifers that are structurally sound, 
moderate-sized and healthy are the ones to breed.

Because heifers have more trouble calving than mature cows, plan for your heifers to produce smaller, easier calves with 
good growth potential. Some producers use young bulls on heifers to try to reduce calf birth weights, but young bulls do 
not produce smaller calves than mature bulls. Instead, use a low birth weight epd bull or a calving ease bull with your 
heifers.

Breed heifers for 45 days and then check them for pregnancy at 60 to 90 days. Cull open heifers. Feed heifers to gain about 
.8 to 1 lb. per day until calving. Some producers underfeed pregnant heifers in an attempt to reduce calf birth weights. But, 
underfed, thin heifers experience more calving problems, poor milk production, weak calves and failure to breed back.

Heifers should be in good body condition next year when they calve (a body condition score of 5 or 6 on a scale of 1=
emaciated to 9=obese). Even when they calve in good condition, 2 year olds take 20 to 30 days longer than mature cows to 
breed back after their �rst calf.

Insecticide ear tags are one of the best devices for deterring �ies. Here are a few quick management tips:

• Apply the tags when horn �y numbers approach the economic injury level of 200 �ies per animal.

• Tag all adult animals in the herd at the recommended label rate.

• Rotate insecticide classes. Don’t use the same insecticide class year after year.

• Remove the tags when they no longer provide e�ective control, or in the fall after �rst frost.

Ear Tags Help Win the War Against Cattle Flies

The Eye Says It All! Order Your Custom Pinkeye Vaccine Today


