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Garver’s Animal Health Center 
Annual Customer Appreciation Steak Dinner!

Thursday, August 24, 2017
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Monroe County Fairgrounds

Garver’s Animal Health Center encourages one 
and all to attend your county fairs! Good 
luck to all the participants!

Good Luck 
to all 

participants!

3 Cheers for 15 Years! FREE Steak 
Dinner with 
all the fixin’s!

When to Check 
for Pregnancy?

When is the best time to pregnancy check? 
The goal of an e�cient pregnancy 
detection system is to identify open cows 
as soon as possible so they can be rebred 
in a timely manner. The strategic 
scheduling of pregnancy checks, and if 
applicable, the continued tail chalking of 
pregnant pens, can assist in locating open 
cows sooner.

The �rst pregnancy check is focused on 
detected the cows that are open following 
an insemination. We know that the 
majority of embryonic deaths occur before 
a pregnancy check is possible (less than 25 
days), so the sooner the �rst pregnancy 
check occurs, the sooner cows can be 
re-inseminated. This typically means 
between 30-40 days post-insemination for 
a palpation or ultrasound herd but can be 
as quick as 28-29 days if chemical 
pregnancy tests are implemented.

The second pregnancy check should be 
focused on �nding cows with embryos that 
were lost between the �rst pregnancy 
check and approximately 65 days post-
insemination. Research shows that the rate 
of embryonic death is still continuing to 
decrease sharply between days 42 and 56 
post-insemination, but levels o� and 
decreases by only a few percentage points 
from days 56 to 98 (Santos et al., 2004). The 
placenta is also beginning to form 
functional placentomes (the placental 
connection between the fetus and the 
uterus) around day 42 of pregnancy, which 
is attributed to lower risk of 
embryonic loss.

As the summer continues and your heifer breeding projects are over and bulls are being turned 
out, there is still a few things to think about. With so much work put 
into making sure those heifers conceive and conceive early, 
now is not the time to just forget about them.  It would be 
wise to have ultrasounds done on your 
heifers.  Ultrasounds need to take place 
between sixty and ninety days of gestation
 in order to obtain the most information 
possible.  At this time we can accurately gage the 
calf or know whether the heifer was bred through an AI 
program or a turned out bull.  Knowing the age of the calf 
also gives us the ability to determine the calving date.  The 
sex of the fetus may also be determined during this time 
period which may help with decision making if you plan on 
selling bred heifers. The information gained from ultrasound 
can be very valuable when selling bred heifers in the winter.  
It can also be very valuable when calving the heifers the 
next spring. Knowing approximate due dates can pay huge 
dividends when looking up calving heifers on those below zero 
degrees nights.

Feel free to contact Garver’s Animal Health Center or Dr. Nibe at 
641-932-3455 if you would like information on getting ultrasounds done 
 on your heifers.  

~ Dr. Dewey Nibe

A Note from the Doc



Garver’s Animal Health Center creates custom Pinkeye 
vaccine, which allows you to formulate a unique vaccination to 
target the specific strains circulating around your herd. 

Don’t wait, contact your veterinarian to order your custom 
made pinkeye vaccine today!

1015 A Avenue West
Oskaloosa, Iowa 52577
641.673.5525 - Office
641.673-1957 - Fax
www.OskyVet.com

1976 684th Avenue
Albia, Iowa 52531

641.932.3455 - Office
Toll-Free 866.932.3455

641.932.3703 - Fax
www.AlbiaVet.com

605 West Pleasant Street
Knoxville, Iowa 50138

641.828.2101
www.Knoxville-Vet.com

301 Richmond Ave
Ottumwa, Iowa 52501
641.682-8701 - Office

www.AnimalClinicSouthside.com

                                     

Pink eye in cattle, medically known as infectious bovine keratoconjunctivitis, is a contagious bacterial infection 
of the eye. Cattle pink eye is di�erent from human pink eye, which, although usually infectious, is not highly 
contagious. Pink eye in cattle also looks clinically di�erent and is usually much more severe than the disease in 
humans.
 
Pink eye in cattle is most commonly caused by a bacterium called Moraxella bovis. This crafty microbe uses tiny 
hair like structures called pili to attach to the white part, or the conjunctiva, of the eye and cause damage. M. 
bovis is spread by �ies, which feed on eye secretions and are a constant source of irritation to cattle in the 
summer months, providing the perfect recipe for eyeball infection.
 
Once introduced to the eye, M. bovis causes irritation and tearing. The �rst clinical sign of pink eye infection in 
cattle is an animal squinting. Very soon after initial infection, the cornea begins to cloud up and soon becomes 
completely white. An ulcer will form on the cornea and if not treated, can result in permanent blindness. Sometimes the damage to the eye is so severe, the 
eye itself will protrude from the socket.
 
Pink eye most commonly a�ects beef calves and in some herds can greatly a�ect productivity. The eye pain and subsequent stress that pink eye causes can 
result in profound weight loss, or lack of weigh gain, in beef calves, which is obviously a cause for concern for the farmer. For the health and well-being of 
the animal and the farmer’s bottom line, pink eye should be treated as quickly as possible.

One of the best ways to treat pink eye in cattle is a subconjunctival injection of antibiotics to kill the infection and steroids to help with the in�ammation. 
This is where a steady hand, proper head restraint, and a non-queasy stomach really come in handy because subconjunctival means an injection directly 
into the white part (conjunctiva) of the eye. With the animal’s head held completely still in a chute, a needle is inserted just under the conjunctiva. The mix of 
antibiotics and steroid is then slowly and carefully injected so that a small bleb of medicine appears. Yes, this hurts the animal initially, but it works wonders. 
Many pink eye cases respond within a day or so.
 
Sometimes an intramuscular injection of antibiotics (often oxytetracycline) can also be used. I do this if the farm lacks proper facilities to restrain the animal 
for an eyeball poke (that’s a medical term, by the way).
 
If treated promptly, the cornea will clear up and sight will return. If corneal ulceration was severe, sometimes a small scar will remain on the eyeball. Cattle 
usually get pink eye only in one eye. If both eyes are infected, sometimes a calf will have to be penned to allow healing and sight to return.
 
Prevention is always better than the cure itself, and proper �y control is really the best way to go to keep pink eye from ravaging through a herd. Sometimes 
this is di�cult, however, and other times it just seems like a farm has a really hot strain of M. bovis. Younger calves can be vaccinated against multiple strains 
of M. bovis and we recommend this if a particular farm has had issues in the past. Between vaccinations, �y control, and a good ol’ eyeball jab, we give the 
stink eye to pink eye in the summertime.
 

√  Head Gates

√  Chutes
√  Crowding Tubs

√  Portable Systems

√  Scales, Weights

√  Accessories 

√  And MORE!

Give Pink Eye the Stink Eye

Stay Connected!

The Eye Says It All! Order Your Custom Pinkeye Vaccine Today


